"Since we are in Sweden, let's talk about Linneaus."

David Bloom M.D

Michigan,USA

Carolus Linnaeus, a Swedish botanist, physician, naturalist, and

taxonomist made major contributions in all 4 of these areas.  The origin

of his name is a curious story on its own, and certainly predicted his

career. His life (1707- 1778) and work provide an illuminating window on

18th century medicine. Surgery around this time consisted of a large

measure of genitourinary practice, but was considered in academic

circles to be a pursuit inferior to medicine. Linnaeus, an influential

academic leader, led the way to making Swedish surgery a respectable

medical career.

